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much of Rousseau's faith In nature without the sophistication of
a revolutionary radicalism. He was perhaps the best representa-
tive of that neo-pagan optimistic religion impregnated with a non-
sacramental Christian love.
With the State machinery already In movement, with an
almost universal interest In educational questions, with organiza-
tions of teachers linked with political parties, and with prominent
persons of thought and action devoted to the task of giving a new
direction to education, the times were ripe, whatever might
happen, to reform the school system of Italy. The war of 1915-18
stopped the process in one way, but accelerated It by making
keener the desire for new things. The result of it was, in the
educational field, the Riforma Gentile of 1923.